
TOGETHER WE THRIVE! 

Welcome to a new school year!  This year begins with some exciting changes!     

First Day of School is August 24, 2016!

East Jackson Community Schools would like to thank Mr. Bruce E. Van Eyck for his service as interim 
superintendent this summer.  We greatly appreciate his leadership.  

We are looking forward to another great school year at East Jackson!  GO TROJANS! 

The Trojan Press
Back to School 2016

We would like to welcome Mr. Steve Doerr back to the district in the role of superintendent.  
Mr. Doerr stated “I am amazed by the support of the East Jackson Board, staff and community 
and am grateful for this opportunity.  I am looking forward to helping showcase the many 
great programs that the district offers and embracing our future challenges”. 

Another big transition this school year is the implementation of the Common Calendar.  Make 
sure to save the back page of the Trojan Press for important dates to remember.  

Construction at East Jackson Secondary School is progressing as planned.  You may have already noticed 
some of the changes at the front of the building.  

Superintendent 
Steve Doerr

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2016!



East Jackson
Graduation  2016



East Jackson
Graduation 2016



East Jackson Secondary School

Brent Cole
EJSS Principal 

Visit us on our website!  
http://eastjacksonsecondaryschool.weebly.com/

Wow! Summer is moving along quickly and the beginning of another school year is just around the corner. It 
seemed not that long ago we had the pleasure of sending our senior class of 2016 out into the world. This won-
derful ceremony took place on May 27th and it was great to see all the parents and family members in attendance.  
With the seniors departing and moving on, we begin the planning and preparation for the 2016-17 school year.
As we look forward to another great year, we want to make sure you all are aware of what is new and exciting 
for our students this fall. First of all, we will be starting school earlier this year as we have gone to a county wide 
calendar. Our first day of classes will be August 24th, which is considerably earlier than our traditional starting 
date.  We are looking forward to the earlier start as we try to minimize the summer learning loss for our students.  
Secondly, we will also have a new look to our secondary building to start the school year. If you were not aware, 
renovations in our building began before school finished this year and should be completed before we start this 
fall. Please take time to stop in and see our new office and vestibule, which will feature a new entry system and 
commons area for students. The construction is currently underway and we are excited to share the changes with 
everyone. 
As a staff, we are not dormant over the summer as our Leadership and School Improvement Teams will meet 
and collaborate on ways of improving our instructional process. We are excited for another year and are looking 
forward to providing new curriculum offerings for students which include Psychology, Robotics & Rocketry and 
Computer Sciences. We are excited to offer these courses and will continue to find ways to expand our curricu-
lum offerings. 
As we begin another school year, I want to thank the following for their years of service to the district. Mrs. Barb 
Snyder and Mrs. Tammy Hersha, whom have retired and will be missed next year.  
I look forward to continuing the great work we are doing for our students. As always, my door is open and I 
encourage you to stop in or call with any questions or concerns. This is a community school, which means we 
need to educate as a community. If you are interested in being a part of that community, please contact me. We 
would certainly welcome your interest and participation in our school.  If for some reason you cannot attend 
our orientations or open house, please stop in and see me. I would be glad to spend the time to make sure your 
student has a solid foundation for next year. 



 OUR MISSION - EAST JACKSON SECONDARY SCHOOL

The mission of this school is to assist all students in reaching their fullest potential, to foster a
sense of responsibility, to encourage respect and sensitivity toward others, while providing a safe,

supportive organized environment for teaching and learning.

Together WE Thrive!  

               August 22nd   (Grades 7-12 Open House) 6:00 PM-8:00 PM EJSS
August 22nd  (7th Grade Orientation) 6:00 PM-6:30 PM EJSS Auditorium
August 22nd  (9th Grade Orientation) 7:00 PM-7:30 PM EJSS Auditorium

              August 24th   (First day of school) 

Important Dates To Know
East Jackson Secondary School

On May 18, 2016, the East Jackson National Honor Society held their induction ceremony in the EJSS 
library.  The NHS had 13 inductees.  Officers elected for the 2016-2017 school year are:  

Vice President:  Ashley Miller

Secretary:  Rhianna Daisher

President:  Sayde Hinckley

Treasurer:  Chloe Miller

Congratulations to all for a job well done!  Best wishes to our graduating seniors!  



Varsity Track

Varsity Baseball Varsity Softball

JV Softball 

MS Girls TrackMS Boys Track
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We are excited about the upcoming school year and certainly the fall sports season.  Our athletes have been work-
ing hard this summer with team camps, 7 on 7 leagues, and working on conditioning and fine tuning their game.  
Put September 16th on the calendar for Homecoming!  Come out to enjoy the games.  If interested in family 
passes for the year, please reach out to the athletic director.  We are looking forward to a great year! 

All athletes must have a completed sports physical prior to practice in order to participate! 



Fall Sports Schedule 



Greetings from East Jackson Elementary!
We have learned much from our first year at EJE and are excited to apply what we’ve learned as we begin year two!  Please 
continue to share your feedback to help us further improve. Many fun and educational events are already being planned for 
the year.

Another kindergarten round-up will be held on Wednesday, August 10th.  Please call the school to establish an appoint-
ment at 517-764-1810.  Kindergarten Orientation will be Tuesday, 8/23, from 6:00-7:00 PM for all incoming kindergarten 
students and their parents/guardians.

Our Open House for grades 1st -6th will be held Monday, 8/22, from 6:00-7:30 PM.  This event will provide a great op-
portunity for you to explore and become familiar with the building, meet our staff members and also get to know some other 
East Jackson families. We hope you can join us.

The East Jackson Elementary School students will be attending classes from 8:30 AM – 3:43 PM.  All students will have 
art, music and physical education classes.  There will be four lunch periods to provide a safe and comfortable environment.  
We will continue to have two afternoon recesses (with three grades at a time).  6th graders will have physical education daily.  
Buses will unload and load at the north end of the building and all student drop-off and pick-up will be in the front of the 
school. There are separate driveways for each purpose.  The website has more specific information about the process.   When 
the procedures are followed, it is safer and is much more efficient.  Thanks, in advance, for your help!

As we begin our new school year, please visit our website for a variety of information.  If you are currently an EJ resident 
and moved out of district over the summer, please be sure to complete a Schools of Choice Application for each of your stu-
dents. This application is available at any school office and is on our website. A list of suggested school supplies, our monthly 
newsletters, calendar, student/parent handbook and menus are also posted.  The website also includes links to staff e-mail 
addresses along with a link to Power School, which allows students and parents to be informed of the grades being earned. 
Please plan to visit the website at: www.eastjacksonschools.org on a regular basis to keep up with the current EJE news.

We have an organization of parents, teachers and community members for our elementary buildings.  The East Jackson 
Elementary PTCO organizes many enjoyable events throughout the school year which are made possible through our fall 
fundraiser.  We encourage you to become an active participant of this valuable organization.  Notices of the PTCO monthly 
meetings (held in our community room at EJE) will be posted. Student success is best achieved when parents and the 
school staff work together as a team.  We encourage you to stay involved and informed as the school year pro-
gresses.  If you have any input, questions or concerns during the school year, then please feel free to contact us at 
517-764-1810. We look forward to working with you and your student(s) during the upcoming 2016-2017 school 
year.  Go Trojans!

The staff at East Jackson Elementary, in partnership with parents and community members, is committed to 
developing the skills of each student, ensuring that the students will become confident, self-motivated, life-

long learners who will have a positive impact on society.

   OUR MISSION

First Day of School 

August 24, 2016 

      Welcome Back! 

East Jackson Elementary
School Day Hours - 8:30 a.m. - 3:43 p.m.
School Phone Number - 517-764-1810

Heather Jacobs
East Jackson Elementary Principal



EJE Classroom News!  
Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year! It has been a very restful but busy summer. Our 
office and custodial staff have worked very hard in getting the school clean and ready 
for a great school year. A big “Thank You” to all staff preparing for a smooth, efficient 
start to the school year.

I look forward to hearing all the wonderful adventures our EJE students experienced 
over the summer. It is my hope that everyone will be rested and ready to get back into 
the swing of things for another great year at East Jackson Elementary!

Jill Arcaro
Assistant Principal

Title I at EJE
Title I is a federally funded program that provides extra support for students 
who qualify in reading and math. Students receive extra support through 
pull out small group instruction and in class extra support by our learning 
coaches, instructional assistants, and paraprofessionals.
Throughout the school year, we will provide an Information Night in Sep-
tember, a Math Mania event on October 4, 2016, and our Science Extrava-
ganza on February 28, 2017. Specific information will come home before 
each event. All students and families are encouraged and welcome to attend 
the events that are appropriate for their age level. Hope to see you there!

Band and Music Information
Students at East Jackson Elementary have music every week and the 6th graders also have the opportunity to 
be in the beginning band which has class every day during school.  General music students read music, sing, 
listen to music, play instruments, improvise, and arrange or compose music.  During the spring, all students 
will perform vocal and instrumental selections with the theme: “Dream It, Believe It, Achieve It”, which is our 
school’s motto.  Kindergarteners play on Orff percussion instruments, first and second graders learn the xylo-
phone, third, fourth and fifth graders play on soprano recorders, and sixth graders learn music from around the 
world playing on hand drums.

The East Jackson Band Program begins with elementary beginning band as 6th graders.  Many students signed 
up for band last spring, picked out their instrument, and are ready to start this fall.  If your son or daughter is 
entering 6th grade this year and is interested in becoming a member of the band, it is important they start this 
school year.  Those students already enrolled in band should have their instruments for the first day.  Quinlan 
& Fabish is a music company offering a rent to own program.  You can make arrangements with them online: 
www.QandF.com or by calling 1-800-63-SOUSA.  Before purchasing a used instrument, you can contact our 
director for assistance or for a free playing condition assessment.  Parents can also reserve a used instrument to 
rent from the EJ Elementary inventory by contacting Mrs. Miller for a rental contract.

The elementary music teacher and band director, Mrs. Miller, can be reached by phone (517) 769-8888, email 
Dawn.Miller@eastjacksonschools.org or on the music department website www.ejax.weebly.com which offers 
more information about all East Jackson music offerings.  We look forward to seeing and hearing the student 
music during our new school year!



EJE Classroom News!  

Greetings from the 
5th grade Science Lab!

Our mini-scientists have had the opportunity to explore the theory of evolution and experiment 
with some animal adaptations. Our focus began with the adaptations of different species and how 
behavioral and physical characteristics help animals survive in their environments. Students were 
able to de-evolve for a day and see what life would be like without opposable thumbs. This was just 
one of many hands-on learning labs students experience in 5th grade at EJE.

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, involve me and I learn.”
- Benjamin Franklin

Pictured: A student attempts to write without using his opposable thumb. 

Kindergarten Friends 
With the 2015-2016 year now 
over, it’s awesome to look upon 
East Jackson’s youngest commu-
nity members enjoying their ability 
to independently read and write.  
They are able to enjoy reading with 
friends or independently which is 
exciting to watch as they have fun, 
while strengthening their reading 
skills further.  

First Graders T.A.L.K.
First graders here at EJES benefit from the T.A.L.K. 
(Teaching Activities through Language Knowledge) 
program that is team taught with Mrs. Kary Swiontek, 
our school’s Speech Therapist.  The T.A.L.K. curriculum 
is designed to equip our students with knowledge, skills 
and behaviors that will enhance their language success.  
Weekly lessons throughout the school year include co-
operative learning, where students learn social skills 
such as sharing materials, taking turns, compromising 
and solving problems to create a product.  Room 105 is 
shown here with one of their Robots that one group of 
students created.



EJE Classroom News!  
RURAL EDUCATION DAY FOR 3RD GRADERS

On April 19th , EJE third graders attended Rural Education Day at the Jackson County Fairgrounds. The 
event; sponsored by the Jackson County Farm Bureau, featured demonstrations, lectures and activities by area 
farmers and FFA students from various Jackson County schools.
Students learned about nutrition, livestock, and sheep shearing, farming technology and were able to experience 
farm animals close up in a petting zoo. 

Fourth Grade Welcomes You!
Welcome to the fourth grade!  Your teachers are very excited to start the journey through this school year!  
You will be reading, writing, spelling, reading, improving your math skills, working with your hands in science, 
traveling back in time in social studies, and reading.

Last year, we had many opportunities to work with technology.  Many projects and assignments were created 
using our chromebooks.  Over the summer, we will be working on ways to use chromebooks with our cur-
riculum to increase student engagement.  Don’t have access to a computer at home?  Don’t worry; all work on 
the chromebooks can be completed at school.
In social studies, you will be making projects based on the state grade level expectations. Some of last year’s 
projects included Prezi’s (slide shows) on the three branches of government, a state brochure and Michigan’s 
natural resources.  Students ended the school year creating games that used content from their Michigan 
Studies Weekly’s.  They enjoyed presenting their games to the class, teaching the other students how to play 
the game and then, playing other students’ games.  Our “textbook” is a weekly newspaper called Michigan 
Studies Weekly (MSW).  The MSW website has many resources that will enhance our weekly lessons.



EJE Classroom News!  

Welcome to Sixth Grade!
Dear Parents, 
Welcome to the 2016-17 school year! We are looking forward to a productive partnership with you to ensure our children 
can achieve their highest potential. We recognize that in order to be successful in school, our children need support from 
both the home and school. We know a strong partnership with you will make a great difference in your child’s education. 
As partners, we share the responsibility for our children’s success and want you to know that we will do our very best to 
carry out our responsibilities. 
We ask that you guide and support your child’s learning by ensuring that he/she: 
1) Attends school daily and arrives on time, ready for the day’s learning experience. 
2) Completes all homework assignments given by teachers on time. 
3) Reads daily to develop a love for reading and to improve literacy skills.
4) Knows basic addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication facts.
5) Informs you if he/she needs additional support in any area or subject. 

Please consider joining our school volunteer program as our students can greatly benefit from your involvement and con-
tributions to the school’s program and its operations. We seek volunteers to help us with the following activities: 
1) Teacher-led instructional support, usually in the classroom.
2) Reading with children who need extra help. 
3) Working on basic math facts with children who need extra help.
4) School-wide events.
Below you will find a supply list.  Having your child bring these items with them on the first day of school will help them 
get a great start to the school year.

•  Red or blue pen
•  (3 inch) 3 ring binder
•  Divider tabs for 3 ring binder
•  6 two pocket folders 
   (all different colors is very helpful)

•  Post-it notes
•  Pencils
•  Crayons 
•  Glue stick

6th Graders Visit the Art of the Brick Exhibit at Ella Sharp Museum
In April, 6th graders had the opportunity to attend the popular Art of the Brick exhibit at Ella Sharp Museum. 
Students learned about the artist, Nathan Sawaya, and were able to see several of his incredible sculptures created 
with Lego bricks.  Also during their experience, students were able to spend some time building and exploring 
with Legos where they raced cars, built towers and created pixel-type art on the Lego wall! 



Transportation News 
East Jackson Secondary School Bus Routes

DON’T  MISS THE BUS!!
Please be sure all students are at their designated stop at least 5-10 minutes before the bus ar-
rives.  Buses are on a schedule and cannot wait for late students

Communication is our best tool to discourage bullying.  Please report any and all bullying that 
may be going on while riding the bus.



Transportation News 

Please feel free to contact Mrs. DuBois at the 
Transportation Office with any questions or concerns. 

 Phone:  (517) 764-2090  EXT. 5 
Email:  linda.dubois@eastjacksonschools.org

East Jackson Elementary School Bus Routes



GET CONNECTED!  

Don’t miss out on great news and information about our school!  

Like us on Facebook! - East Jackson Community Schools

Visit our website! - www.eastjacksonschools.org

2016/2017 School Meal Prices
                                        Breakfast           Lunch
   High  School  9-12               $1.50                $2.75
   Middle School  7-8               $1.25                $2.50
   Elementary K-6                    $1.25                $2.50
   Adult                                     $2.50                $4.00
   Milk                                      $0.40                $0.40 
   Reduced  Price                      $0.30                $0.40

Breakfast is served at East Jackson Elementary in the media center and cafeteria from 8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.
Breakfast is served at East Jackson Secondary School in the cafeteria from 7:25 a.m. - 7:40 a.m.

Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, lunch charges will be capped at 
a 3 day total of combined breakfast and lunch pricing by building.

For the most current information, please visit our website at www.eastjackson-
schools.org and click on “Food Service”.  

Thank you to our dedicated 
Board of Education 

    

Ken Straub

Mishele Wilkins

Mickey Cromley

Jan Maino

Andy Neuland

Doug Scott

Paul Swiatlowski

Board Meeting Dates - 2016

September 9, 2016
October 10, 2016

November 14, 2016
December 12, 2016

Board of Education meetings are held in the 
Community Room 

at East Jackson Elementary 
at 6:00 p.m.

4340 Walz Road,  Jackson, MI  



2016-2017 Calendar 

 Aug. 22  Open Houses: 
    EJE- 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
    EJSS - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
 Aug. 23  Kindergarten Orientation 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
 Aug. 24  First Day of School:  Full Day
 Sept. 2 & 5  No School – Labor Day Holiday 
 Oct. 24*  No School- Professional Development Day
 Nov. 23       Half Day- Thanksgiving Holiday 
 Nov. 24-25  No School - Thanksgiving Holiday 
 Dec. 23  No School – Records Day 
 Dec. 26-Jan. 6  Winter Break 
 Jan. 16    No School – MLK Day 
 Feb. 17 & 20  No School - Presidents’ Day Holiday
 Mar. 31-Apr 7  No School - Spring Break 
 April 14   No School 
 May 29  No School - Memorial Day Holiday
 June 8   Last Day of Students
 June 9 `  Make-Up Day if Needed
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http://eastjacksonschools.org

CONTACT US! 
Administration Office ............................................................................517-764-2090
East Jackson Secondary School...............................................................517-764-1700
East Jackson Elementary.........................................................................517-764-1810
Transportation.........................................................................................517-769-8806
Food Service............................................................................................517-769-8958


