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East Jackson Homecoming

& Fall Festival 2014  

East Jackson School is clearly, “full steam ahead” at this point in the school year.  We are ex-
cited to make so much progress in the first one-third of the school year.  In this edition of the     
“Trojan Press” you will see and read about the great students, staff, and community in East 
Jackson. 

We are taking our “Together WE Thrive” mission to a new level with community activities 
such as the Fall Festival, Trojan Treat, Grandparent’s Day, Key Communicators, Community 
Caring Dinner, Boosters work and student leadership activities.  On an individual student          
level, the late fall is a time for parents and teachers collaboration as we support all growing 
learners.  Formal and informal conferences with staff and families are critical to individual   
success.  

Fall 2014

Superintendent
Patrick Little

Our construction is moving rapidly now.  As you will see, the new roof of the new East Jackson Elementary is 
being completed.  Once completed, the interior work begins with newly designed classrooms, student technology, 
media center and playgrounds.  Construction will be complete in the summer of 2015 and we will begin the school 
year at East Jackson Elementary on September 8, 2015!

The support for the East Jackson Community Schools is continuing to grow!  There are many ways for you to join 
the growing spirit of the EJ Schools: join the Music or Athletic Boosters, be a classroom volunteer, coach a team 
or follow us on Facebook (East Jackson Community Schools).  Your efforts, large or small, make us a positive and 
productive community of learners!  Go Trojans!  



East Jackson Royalty

Then ...
East Jackson Homecoming 1965 

Queen Paula Sajdak
King Verne Palmer

Now ...
East Jackson Homecoming 2014

Queen Savannah Swiotlowski
King Tyler Beebe

2014 Homecoming Court 

~Seniors~

Kassidy Blough 
Kasey Mishaw

Sydney Sprunger 
Alizae Overton

Emily Allen               
Kyle Wymer      

Cassie Dillon       
Blaine Stowe 



2014 Homecoming Court 

Emily Beaman
Daniel Poole

Maya Collins
Nicholas LaRoque

Maliyah Enyart
Austin Dingee

~Freshmen~ ~Sophomores~ ~Juniors~

Homecoming 2014



East Jackson Secondary School

It is with great pride and appreciation that I write this letter as principal of a 2014 State of Michigan Reward School.  
East Jackson Secondary School was given this title for its “Academic Achievement “ during the 2013-14 school year. 
Roughly 300 schools out of 5,000 were given this distinction, so a well deserved congratulation goes out to our students, 
staff and parents. This is a great achievement for our school and community!

I would also like to relay again how proud I am to be associated with East Jackson Schools. The tremendous way in 
which we took the adversity of not having a varsity football team and turned it into a positive experience was another 
example of our students, staff and community rallying behind our school. A special thanks to our Student Council 
members and Mr. Raczkowski for their time and dedication to making this a wonderful week at East Jackson Secondary 
School. I know that Mr. Raczkowski and the Student Council are beginning their Community Caring Dinner prepara-
tions. So be looking for communication soon on this great event.

 As a staff we will continue our professional development to enhance and create initiatives within our building to in-
crease student achievement.  A continuing example of this work is our Reading Apprenticeship program, which is in the 
third year of implementation. Through specific teaching strategies, this program targets ways of increasing student learn-
ing. We will also be increasing our collaborative efforts as a staff to continue to more effectively educate our students.  
We have many more initiatives and building goals that center on finding ways for “all” our students to learn.  
Please continue to check our website often as we are working to keep it up to date with important information. Our 
Facebook page is also a great place to gain valuable information on district events. 

Finally, I have had the pleasure of meeting many of you and look forward to getting to meeting more of you. That said, 
my door is always open, and I encourage you to stop in or call with any questions or concerns. Being a community 
school, we need to educate as a community.

Brent Cole
EJSS Principal 

East Jackson High School is a “Reward 
School”.  What does that mean, exactly? 

Reward Schools consist of schools that 
made Adequate Yearly Progress and were 
also met certain criteria. EJ qualified by 
being in the  top 5% of schools making 
the greatest gains in achievement (im-
provement metric).  To learn more about 
reward schools, visit the MDE website at  
www.michigan.gov/mde.  

This is another wonderful example of 
what make East Jackson a great place to 
learn!  

Taking pride in our Reward School status at a Board of Education Meeting.  
Pictures L-R - R. Hill, P. Little, B. Stowe, A. Boudreau, M. Mullins, B. Cole, K. Straub



East Jackson Fall Festival 2014



“Greatness” is being demonstrated in many ways at Robinson Elementary as students develop their individual 
skills (responsibility, empathy, kindness, and integrity to name a few). Our students and staff continue their hard 
work as the school year quickly progresses.   As you may know, we recently began our second marking period 
(11/3) and held our fall conferences.  It was great to have so many families in attendance as we work together to 
support student learning.

Please continue to encourage your student to work to his/her full potential.  Attending school regularly is 
beneficial to the educational process.  Therefore, having good attendance and developing a strong work ethic are 
habits we strive to instill in our students.  We appreciate your help! 

Remember to keep your students’ emergency information up-to-date with the office please. Also, a note is nec-
essary if a student’s transportation arrangements have changed for any given day.  Dropping students off in the 
morning by the mailbox rather than directly in front of the school will help the buses to unload.  We can help 
keep our students safe by following these procedures.  

Also, as we approach the winter season, I would like to remind you of our school board policy about medication.  
The policy states that for both prescribed and over-the-counter medication to be administered at school, we 
must have on file a parent/guardian’s signature along with a physician’s signature.  The medication must be in its 
original container and brought to school by the parent/guardian.  Medications are not to be on the school buses.  
Thanks for your understanding and cooperation.

I would like to encourage your participation in the many upcoming events. We are fortunate to be able to pro-
vide many opportunities for your students. Please use the website at www.eastjacksonschools.org for our month-
ly newsletter, calendar, menus and other important information. 

See you at Robinson!

Winter Break:
December 22- January 2

Have a nice holiday!

Robinson Elementary School
School Day Hours - 8:30 a.m. - 3:43 p.m.

Spelling City! 
The fourth graders have begun the year with a new online spelling 
program. Funding from the general fund provided all fourth grade 
classes with a Spelling City subscription.  The Spelling City Program 
provides an interactive experience for students to learn their spelling 
words.  Students can log onto www.spellingcity.com at school and 
home to allow them access to practice activities, practice tests, teach-
ing activities, and much more.  Spelling City has created an excite-
ment in the fourth graders to master their weekly spelling words.  
Check out Spelling City with your child to view the learning possi-
bilities.

Room 10 engaged on Spelling City.

Heather Jacobs
Robinson Elementary Principal



Grandparents and VIPs take over Robinson Elementary!

Every year, Robinson Elementary is honored to be overrun 
with very special people. The event is known as Grandpar-
ents/VIP Day.  It is an opportunity for our students to spend 
some time with people who have made an impact in their 
lives.  The event lasts thirty minutes and activities vary from 
room to room with every room experiencing a vast amount 
of community and a caring feeling.  In Room 5, the students 
were able to reflect back, using a worksheet to compare pric-
es of a variety of items today versus when the grandpar-
ent/VIP was a student. “It was amazing to see the look on 
the students’ faces when they heard the price of a gallon of 
gas or milk”, mentioned Mr. Pieh.  Every year the students 
look forward to having an opportunity to show their visitors 
what happens in their classrooms. Even though the event is 
over for this year, many students are already looking forward 
to next year when they will be in the new building! 

Students in Mr. Soper’s Class Enjoy Sharing Creepy Tales
After planning, organizing, writing, and illustrating their horror stories, the students in Room 12 finally 
got to share their stories with one another. With the room darkened, students shared their dreadful tales in 
small groups around the campfire. Using flashlights as the only source of light, many scary stories were read 
and enjoyed. What an exciting way to display the craft of writing. 

OUR MISSION

The staff at Bertha Robinson Elementary, in partnership with parents and community members, is commit-
ted to developing the skills of each student, ensuring that the students will become confident, self-motivat-
ed, life-long learners who will have a positive impact on society.

“Where tomorrow’s minds are trained today.” 



Memory Match Up

Sixth graders worked hard at learning to convert decimals 
and fractions!  They invested themselves in learning the steps 
required to do this task efficiently and productively.  After 
days of group and individual practice, students were able to 
“show-what-they-know” on the SMART board.  Playing 
the Memory Match Up game required them to not only 
do the conversions but also pay close attention while cards 
were flipped to find the correct pairs.  Students were eager 
to apply their new found skill set and earn some Greatness 
Tokens in the process!

Respect Our Environment
Robinson School is showing greatness to the Earth in 
many ways.  The fourth graders have set up a greenhouse 
to harvest plants.  Currently, they have Poinsettias grow-
ing in their green house.  They are learning about the 
growing season and the needs that plants have in order to 
survive. The special needs students are doing a recycling 
program.  They are picking up plastics and paper from 
each room each day.  They are seeing the need for the re-
cycling program after recycling many pounds of paper and 
containers of plastic bottles.  They are seeing that they can 
really make a difference by conserving and recycling. 

Ready…. Set…. Get Moving!
Students from Robinson are eager to participate in a well-rounded physical education program.  Students began the school year with 
Presidential Testing: mile run/walk, shuttle run, v-stretch, pull ups and sit ups.  The students have entered their scores and set goals for 
desired scores for the spring testing.  Our program has partnered up with the Jackson Bowling Association to bring bowling to Robin-
son. The students are bowling on carpeted lanes using bowling pins and rubber bowling balls.      
Physical education is an integral part of a child’s overall education. Quality physical education programs are needed to teach students 
the importance of lifelong fitness and healthy living.  Robinson’s physical education program follows the ideas of:  The National As-
sociation for Sport and Physical Education  Here are some of the benefits of Physical Education:
 

Improves physical fitness
Skill development

Regular, healthful physical activity
Support of other subject areas

Self-discipline
Improves judgment

Stress reduction
Strengthened peer relationships

Improves self-confidence and self-esteem
Experience setting goals

Together, we can get students headed in the right direction by educating them on the value of healthy living and lifelong fitness.  
Ready…. Set…. Get Moving!



Room 18 Loves to Read!

The students in Room 18 have been 
working very hard in their reading this 
year, reading together in class to each 
other and to ourselves.  This fall we have 
been able to enjoy weekly walks to visit 
the Eastern Branch Library. Each week 
Mrs. Cindy, our librarian, reads us a story 
and shares new books with us.  She has 
been wonderful about teaching us about 
new genres of books, how to use the li-
brary, and finding books that we will en-
joy.  It is wonderful to have new books 
each week that we can read and share to-
gether.   We hope to continue our weekly 
visits throughout the rest of the school 
year.

The school year is in full swing and our students are adjusting well to the new school year.  The children have been spec-
tacular in adapting to the busy schedule and having so many more new friends to “check out.” 

I encourage all parents to come in and sign-up to lend a helping hand during lunch and breakfast times especially. These 
are very busy times with all of our students being able to enjoy “FREE” meals.  Our little people need help with opening 
milk cartons, putting ketchup and mustard on their hamburgers and hotdogs, and stacking trays. Please get your volunteer 
form completed and come be a part of your child’s education.   I would like to thank our volunteers.  You all are important 
at Memorial Elementary and we appreciate your level of parental involvement and our volunteers’ efforts.  We look for-
ward to your continued support.

Our students and staff continue their hard work as the school year progresses. The second marking period (11/2) has 
begun, and report cards were given out at conferences. Please continue to encourage your student to work to his/her full 
potential. Attending school regularly also is beneficial to the educational process. Good attendance and a strong work ethic 
are habits we strive to instill in our students. 

Our staff wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday season!

Memorial Elementary School Winter Break:
December 22- January 2

Have a nice holiday!School Day Hours - 8:45 a.m. - 3:58 p.m.

Dale Bannister
Memorial Elementary Principal

J. Thayer Z.Lauth, T. Walling, C.Phillips

Our mission at East Jackson Memorial is to have pride in our school and to help our students realize their worth and potential as pro-
ductive citizens. In a partnership with students, parents, and the community, we work to provide a supportive nurturing environment 

that encourages discovery, critical thinking, and understanding, while recognizing the individual abilities and needs of each child.

WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS!
Our Motto:  Where Children Count and Teachers Care.



Students in Mrs. Mast's 1st grade class used their 
5 senses in exploring pumpkins. They also esti-
mated how many pumpkin seeds they thought 
there were. Then they sorted in groups of ten 
to find out how many seeds were actually in the 
pumpkin.

TROJAN TREAT 2014

PUMPKIN FUN!  



What is a Balanced Calendar?

East Jackson Community Schools, along with the other Connected Community Schools in Jackson County, are starting to discuss a 
change to the calendar which could reveal some improvements for our students’ capacity to learn and grow.  

The Basics 

	 •		Balanced	Calendar	means	changing	the	traditional	breaks	in	teaching/learning	into	smaller	breaks	that	are	spread	
    Throughout the entire year.

	 •		No	specific	calendar	has	been	set	yet	because	the	decision	to	do	this	has	not	been	made	yet	by	the	Board	of	Education.		
    Other district that take this approach, change the summer break to be smaller (6-8 weeks vs. 12 weeks in the traditional 
    schedule).  The vacation lost in the summer is gained at other times of the year.  For example, we could have two weeks of 
    Spring Break in a Balanced Calendar or a full week off at Thanksgiving. 

	 •		One	known	benefit	of	the	Balanced	Calendar	is	the	students	and	staff	are	more	energized	due	to	a	more	consistent	
     break schedule.  Teaching and learning take focus and consistent effort. 

	 •		The	Balanced	Calendar	does	provide	the	opportunity	for	re-teaching	to	take	place	during	some	of	the	breaks	during	the		 	
     school year.  This would be a new way for East Jackson to help students who are falling behind. 

The Process

	 •		In	November	and	December,	Superintendent	Little	will	be	presenting	this	information	to	the	district	staff,	School	Board,	
    and a small group of community members for input.  After Winter Break, public meetings will be held to discuss this idea.

	 •		A	survey	of	Jackson	County	residents	will	be	done	to	gather	information	about	the	idea.		This	will	be	shared	with	the	
    Board of Education and community.  

	 •		In	June,	all	Jackson	County	School	Boards	will	be	asked	to	consider	the	idea	officially.		If	passed	by	local	districts,	one	
    full year would be spent planning and communicating the details of this change.

	 •		The	2016-2017	school	year	would	be	the	first	Balanced	Calendar	year.		This	time	line	is	tentative	and	subject	to	
     change if Boards choose to alter it. 

	 •		There	are	challenges	to	implementing	this	change	that	will	be	discussed	and	weighed	against	the	perceived	benefits.		

	 •		No	decision	has	been	made	on	this	topic:		a	commitment	to	a	full	dialogue	in	now	in	motion.

East Jackson Community Schools Board of Education Update 

Congratulations to Mishele Wilkins and Jan Maino who were re-elected to the East Jackson Board of Education 
on Tuesday, November 4, 2014.  A big welcome and congratulations to Doug Scott, who was elected for one of 
the vacant seats on the Board.  There is still one vacant seat that will be filled by appointment at the December 
2014 Board meeting.
  
On behalf of the East Jackson community, we would like to thank board members David Salsbury and Donald 
Sexton for their dedicated service and commitment to East Jackson Community Schools.  We appreciate you!  



If you have any questions regarding transportation, 
please feel free to 

contact the Transportation Office. 
Phone:		(517)	764-6057	EXT.	5	

Email:  linda.dubois@eastjacksonschools.org

Transportation News 
BUS RIDERS OF THE MONTH 

East Jackson Elementar y 
Construction Update! 

The new East Jackson Elementary is under con-
struction and will open on September 8, 2015! 
Here are some facts about EJE:  
•		K-6	Building
•		2	large	gyms,	dedicated	music	and	art	programs
•		State	of	the	art	technology
•	New	Playground	area
•	One	drop	off/	pick	up	point	for	K-6	families
•	Facility	Rental	at	EJE	available	September	2015
•	Energy	efficient	heating/cooling	systems	installed
•	New	finishes	on	walls	and	some	flooring
•	Modern	safety	features	throughout	the	building

We are very excited to offer our students such a wonderful new space for learning!  
Many thanks to the East Jackson Community for voting “YES” for our students.

“Together WE Thrive!”

E. Grove, A. Shaulis, K. Gettings, L. Adams, 
A. Rutz, W. Kennedy (Not pictured) 

B. Fowler, M. Moyer, S. Curey, K. Williams,      
J. Snider, C. Thornsberry, C. Golba
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Winter 2014 - 2015  Athletic Schedule 

Girls Basketball Boys Basketball Cheerleading
 11/25 Scrimmage Col/Stock 6:00  12/1 Scrimmage Hom/Stock 6:00  12/6  @ Grass Lake 10:00
 12/2  Springport 7:00  12/9  Columbia 7:00  12/10  @ Leslie 6:00
 12/5  @ Western 7:00  12/11  Whitmore Lake 7:00  12/17  @ Michigan Center 6:00
 12/8  Jackson High 7:00  12/15  @ Jackson Christian 7:00  12/20  @ Onsted 10:00
 12/12  @ Grass Lake 7:00  12/18  @ Manchester 7:00  12/20  @ Onsted JV 2:00
 12/16  Hanover 7:00  12/22  @ Western Invite TBA  1/7  @ Vandercook 6:00
 12/19  @ Vandercook 7:00  12/22  @ Western Invite JV TBA  1/17  @ Manchester 10:00
TBA  Christmas Break TBA  12/23  @ Western Invite TBA  1/21  @ Manchester 6:00
 1/6  @ Napoleon 7:00  12/23  @ Western Invite JV TBA  1/24  @ Michigan Center 9:00
 1/9  Addison 7:00  1/8  Addison 7:00  2/4  @ Addison 6:00
 1/13  @ Michigan Center 7:00  1/15  @ Grass Lake 7:00  2/11  Conference EJ TBA
 1/16  Manchester 7:00  1/23  @ Hanover 7:00  2/20  Districts
 1/22  Grass Lake 7:00  1/27  Napoleon 7:00
 1/26  Jackson Christian 7:00  1/30  Vandercook 7:00 Wrestling
 1/29  @ Hanover 7:00  2/3  @ Michigan Center 7:00  12/10  Napoleon 6:00
 2/2  @ Manchester 7:00  2/7  Manchester 2:00  12/13  @ JAWS 8:00
 2/7  Vandercook Pink Out 6:00  2/7  Manchester JV 12:00  12/17  @ Nap w MC/VCL 6:00
 2/7  Vandercook JV 4:00  2/10  @ Addison 7:00  12/20  @ Ovid Elsie 9:00
 2/10  Lumen Christi 7:00  2/13  Grass Lake 7:00  1/14  @ Add w GL/Nap 6:00
 2/12  Napoleon 7:00  2/17  Hanover 7:00  1/17  @ Napoleon 9:30
 2/19  @ Addison 7:00  2/20  @ Napoleon 7:00  1/28  HH/Manch/Nap 6:00
 2/24  Lenawee Christian JV 5:30  2/27  @ Vandercook 7:00  1/31  @ Concord County Mt 9:00
 2/26  Michigan Center 7:00  3/3  @ Leslie 7:00  2/6  Conference Nap TBA
 3/2,4,6  Districts at Vandercook TBA  3/5  Michigan Center 7:00  2/11,12  Team Districts TBA

 3/9,11,13  Districts at Hanover TBA

Bowling MS Boys Basketball MS Girls Basketball
 11/11  @ Hanover 4:30  1/21 Hanover 4:30

 12/6  @ Onsted 8:00  11/13  Napoleon 4:30  1/22  @ Napoleon 4:30
 12/15  @ Airport Lanes 3:15  11/18  Vandercook 4:30  1/26  @ Vandercook 4:30
 12/17  Suburban Lanes 3:15  11/20  @ Grass Lake 4:30  1/28  @ Grass Lake 4:30
 1/6  @ Hudson Lanes 3:15  11/24  Michigan Center 4:30  2/2  Michigan Center 4:30
 1/7  Suburban Lanes 3:15  11/25  @ Manchester 4:30  2/4  Manchester 4:30
 1/13  @ L & J Lanes 3:15  12/2  @ Addison 4:30  2/9  Addison 4:30
 1/14  Suburban Lanes 3:15  12/3  Hanover 4:30  2/11  @ Hanover 4:30
 1/21  Suburban Lanes 3:15  12/8  @ Napoleon 4:30  2/18 Napoleon 4:30
 1/26  @ Airport Lanes 3:15  12/10  @ Vandercook 4:30  2/19 Vandercook 4:30
 1/28  Suburban Lanes 3:15  12/15  Grass Lake 4:30  2/23  Grass Lake 4:30
 2/4  Suburban Lanes 3:15  12/17  Addison 4:30  2/25  @ Addison 4:30
 2/10  @ Airport Lanes 3:15
 2/10 Suburban Lanes 3:15 MS Wrestling MS Cheerleading
 2/18  Suburban Lanes 3:15  1/24  @ Napoleon 9:30  11/20  @ Vandercook 5:00
 2/19  @ Chelsea Lanes 3:15  1/28  Napoleon 4:30  12/4  @ Addison 5:00
 2/20  @ Albion Conference TBA  2/4  @ Add w GL/Nap 4:30  12/6  @ Hanover TBA
 2/27/28  Regionals TBA  2/7  @ Manchester 9:00  12/11  @ Michigan Center 5:00

 2/11  @ Manchester w HH 4:30  12/18  @ Grass Lake 5:00
 2/18  @ Nap w MC/VCL 4:30  12/20  @ Onsted 2:00
 2/28  @ Jr. Jaws 8:00

GET CONNECTED!  

Don’t miss out on great news and information about our school!  

Like us on Facebook! - East Jackson Community Schools

Follow us on Twitter! - @EJSchools

Visit our website! - www.eastjacksonschools.org
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