
East Jackson Community Schools 
1404 N. Sutton Rd. 
Jackson, MI 49202

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID
PERMIT NO. 41

JACKSON, MI 49202

THE TROJAN PRESSTHE TROJAN PRESS

Fall 2023



East Jackson Community Schools

2 | Fall 2023 - The Trojan Press

SCHOOL
AND FAMILY 
COMING 
TOGETHER
Every new school year brings excitement and challenge. Our 
school district is a great place for the students and the 
community to come together and is a place where everybody 
knows your name and you belong.

We are committed and pride ourselves in 3 fundamental principles. 

    1) Commitment to safety
    2) Quality programs
    3) Strong and caring community

All of these factors in our school support the students’ success, but one of the greatest factors in 
their success is the partnership between school and family. A valuable gift that families can 
provide their child(ren) is a love for reading. This winter I urge every family to help participate in 
our celebration of reading during March is Reading Month. Talk with your child(ren) about their 
favorite books that they are reading and share with your child(ren) about your favorite books. 
Make this a family experience that you can enjoy together.

Inside this edition of the Trojan Press, pictures share the story of how our district has been able 
to bring our community together. It also showcases the many successes of our K-12 students and 
provides valuable information for the start of the school year.  

As we move into the winter months, school closings or delays will be announced through our 
all-call system, and via the following media channels:

 ●  East Jackson Community Schools Facebook Page
 ●  Radio:  K105.3, WKHM 970AM, 106.1FM
 ●  Television:  Channel 10 (WILX), Channel 6 (WLNS), and Channel 47 (WSYM)

East Jackson staff continues to work hard daily on our mission of educating and supporting the 
leaders of tomorrow.  
 
Go Trojans!
Steve Doerr
Superintendent

Board of Education 
Meeting Schedule 

December 11, 2023
January 17, 2024 (Tuesday) - 
Organizational followed by Regular

Steve Doerr
Superintendent
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Since the start of the 2023-2024 school year students and staff have been hard at work learning, growing, 
and having fun.
Did you know?
EJE students are recognized monthly and quarterly for positive behaviors. We celebrate monthly with 
wristband winners and each quarter our 5th and 6th graders have the opportunity to earn extra rewards 
based on behavior and academics. Students are recognized for being CHAMPS and displaying respectful, 
responsible, and safe behaviors.
Our new teachers are being supported by the Jackson County ISD with Literacy Coaching to focus on Lucy 
Calkins Reader’s Workshop.
Students complete a daily morning check-in on Class Catalyst. This helps staff to know that students are 
ready to learn or may need support.
Teachers lead morning meetings with students to focus on areas like friendship, problem solving, 
self-regulation, and acceptance.
4th grade students will attend Camp Storer in March. They are excited to be part of the fun camp experience 
and will begin a candy bar sale in November to help raise funds to attend camp.
Grandparent’s/VIP Day, Homecoming, and Trojan Treat Night were a great success. These events are always a 
positive experience for students, family, and staff.
Conferences were highly attended and it was great to meet with all of our families. Staff appreciated the 
snacks provided by the PTCO during conferences. Please join us for a PTCO meeting. We are always looking 
for fresh ideas and support for our students and staff.
East Jackson is in partnership with Highfields for an afterschool tutoring opportunity called Reaching Higher 
for our 3rd-5th grade students. If interested, please contact the school office for more information.
East Jackson Elementary is also in partnership with Playworks to participate in the Team Up program. 
Coach Shelby will be in the building each month to support students and staff by leading recess games and 
activities. She will also be training older students to be recess leads. More information will be coming home 
soon.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions, concerns, or positives you would like to 
share.

In Partnership,
Mrs. Hager & Mrs. Blackledge

becky.hager@eastjacksonschools.org
amy.blackledge@eastjacksonschools.org

Becky Hager
Principal

Amy Blackledge
Assistant Principal

EAST JACKSON ELEMENTARY

Preschoolers in the 
Phoenix Early Learning 
Center GSRP talked about 
community helpers and 
spent the day learning 
about chefs and their 
responsibilities. They were 
able to make their own 
pizzas by measuring and 
counting ingredients! 

Do you know a 4 year old 
still needing preschool?  
We have spots available 
at our East Jackson 
Locations!  If interested 
please apply at 
www.greatstartjackson.org

PRESCHOOL
PIZZA PIES
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Hi, my name is Calvin Carter and I’m 
the PBIS Coordinator at East Jackson 
Elementary. This is my second year working 
here with staff and students. I ensure 
students take sensory breaks and help 
them to calm down and reset themselves 
before going back to class. I also help with 
making behavior plans for students when 
needed. I love working here at East Jackson 
Elementary because of the students and the 
staff. I take a lot of pride in building 
relationships with our students to help 
them be successful in school and in life.

Our class had a lot of fun decorating the classroom 
door for fall. The students covered the door with their 
fall colored painted hands and decorated pumpkins. 
They also made scarecrows and colored pumpkin
pictures to hang up around the classroom. During 
reading times, we read about fall.

PBIS AT EJE
OCTOBER FALL FEST IN 
MS. ESHAM’S
KINDERGARTEN CLASS 

Friday, September 
29th was a special day 
for EJE students and 
staff as we welcomed 
our grandparents and 
other special guests to 
visit us at school. We 
were able to show our 
loved ones our school, 
introduce them to our 
friends and teachers, 
and spend time 
reading together. 
This has become a 
homecoming week 
tradition that we look 
forward to every year. 
Thank you to all of the 
visitors who were able 
to come and spend 
time with us!

GRANDPARENTS DAY

HApp
y 
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On Monday and Tuesday after school, you can find 
ten students, split into two teams, hard at work on 
their robotics challenge and innovation projects. They 
will compete at Columbia Central on December 2nd 
against other robotics teams from our area. They will 
build a robot that will move pieces on a game board, 
competing to complete the most challenges in two 
and a half minutes. The students are also completing 
a research project that they will present to the 
judges. In their innovation projects, our teams are 
working together to come up with ideas to help their 
community enjoy a hobby. They are researching ways 
to encourage people to participate in rock climbing 
and origami. As participants in the First Lego League 
Challenges the students will be judged on many things, 
including their gracious professionalism. Gracious 
professionalism is another way to say showing good 
sportsmanship, as well as working well as a team, 
showing kindness and professional behavior. The 
Robotics Team is working hard and we can’t wait to 
see what they’re going to accomplish! 

Several families shared in the fun at this year’s Title 1/Math Night held 
on Tuesday, September 26th. After Mrs. Fazekas’ presentation about 
Title 1’s function at East Jackson Elementary, the families explored fun 
math centered games throughout the building. In the library, students 
were engaged in either addition or multiplication BINGO, with candy 
for their prize. Yahtzee (played with gigantic dice), Jenga blocks the 
size of pop can cartons and a Sorry game taped on the gym floor were 
also popular activities. Other activities involved telling time, counting 
money, playing Connect Four, card games, and guessing jars filled 
with candy. A big shout out to the staff who helped run games during 
this after-hours activity.  Be sure to watch for the date of next year’s 
event.

Students in Ms. MacGuinness’ room welcomed fall by making a delicious 
treat. We enjoyed our time making applesauce by cutting apples, adding 
water and observing what happened when the apples were cooking. 
Students also mashed and stirred the apples. After preparing the 
applesauce students had the opportunity to add cinnamon and taste 
what they made. Many thumbs up were given for our final result!

ELEMENTARY ROBOTICS 

APPLESAUCE
TITLE 1/ MATH NIGHT
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SCHOOL YEAR “MEME-ORIES” 

GRANDPARENTS/VIP DAY IS ALWAYS 
BUZZING WITH EXCITEMENT!

This year for Grandparents/VIP Day students shared the joy of reading with 
their special guests.  It was an amazing experience to witness the students 
laughing and talking about their book with their special people. Students 
were also overjoyed to show their school to their guests.

We all know that kids love memes, especially middle-school 
students. Heck, all of us sometimes get a little chuckle from 
them.

Questioning, advice, hashtag, emotional, reflection, trendy, “be 
like….”, “don’t be like….” --- 

Internet memes may seem like a funny image and a few words 
put together to create laughter, but they are so much more. 
They are thoughts remixed, copied, and circulated to bring 
focus to a common topic within a community. 

For an end-of-the-year activity in the 2022-23 school year, the 
6th-grade students were able to express their point-of-view 
through the creation of their own memes. First, we analyzed the 
different types of memes. This could have been in the form of 
giving advice, asking and/or answering a question, an emotion 
felt during a moment in the school year, what students should 
or should not be doing in school, or a reflection of the school 
year. Then, we wondered what makes them so funny and why 
people are interested in the classic meme. We began a search 
of images through a specific site of images for school and 
collectively gathered them in a shared “bank of images.” 
Finally, the students created 3 silly memes that reflected their 
school year using a template from Google Slides.

As a community of 6th-grade students leaving the elementary 
school building, we showcased our work and titled it “Making 
6th-grade Meme-ories.”  

Trina Schultz
6th Grade ELA Teacher
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Jeff Punches
Middle School Principal

EAST JACKSON SECONDARY SCHOOL
Murphy has been on the job for a few months now and it’s safe to say he’s the most popular mammal at 
EJSS. Students and staff alike go out of their way to see Murphy and shower him with love. When I made 
the decision to get him certified and bring him to school I knew he would do a good job, however, he has 
surpassed my expectations.

Murphy has quickly built great relationships with our student body and staff. He has a daily routine and 
regular visitors. His morning starts with a parade of students entering the school, calling his name and 
visiting with him. He then settles into my office where students will stop in during their breaks to visit. As 
the day progresses we will walk around the school checking in with students and staff. Lunch time is often 
a very popular time for students to see him.  

Several students have said that bringing Murphy to school was easily the best thing we have done in our 
building. It is evident to see the positive impact he has had on our building culture and morale. As a lifelong 
dog lover it’s easy to see how dogs reduce anxiety, stress, and negative feelings. Among all of the benefits 
from having Murphy in the building, the two I’m most proud of is teaching students how to interact with dogs 
and also helping students overcome past negative interactions.

“The therapy dog thing” has been a hit and having Murphy in our building is a benefit to everyone!

Please check out Murphy’s adventures on Instagram @murphys_adventuresejss

         Mr. Punches and Murphy
         Middle School Principal and EJSS Therapy Dog

MURPHY THE EJSS THERAPY DOG
MURPHY TAKES
ON HALLOWEEN
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7TH GRADE EMBRACES 
LITERATURE IN ELA
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
FALL INCENTIVES

G
O
A
L
S

A
C
H
I
E
V
I
E
D

HALLOWEEN DANCE

The middle school students 
enjoyed their first G.O.A.L.S. reward 
day of the school year and it was 
a blast. G.O.A.L.S., which stands 
for Go Out And Live Successfully, 
is our middle school incentives 
program to encourage and reward 
positive behaviors in the classroom 
and common areas. During the first 
quarter, students earned tickets for 
demonstrating the targeted 
behaviors of preparedness and 
civility. These tickets can be spent 
on rewards like school supplies, 
sports equipment, bedroom decor, 
and snacks!!  Among the favorite 
prizes were passes to take Murphy 
(the dog) on a walk and 15-minutes 
of “shooting hoops” with Mr. 
Punches. The day ended with fun 
and free-time in the gym. Help us 
congratulate these kiddos on all 
their hard work and positive 
behavior!!! 
In addition to the G.O.A.L.S. 
drawing, there was a middle school 
dance on October 19th. Over 70 
students showed up dressed in 
their Halloween costumes and 
enjoyed the evening.  Along with 
these events there are monthly 
drawings based on tardiness and 
attendance and one (1) phone 
Friday each month based on 
behavior.
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Joel Cook
High School Principal

Homecoming is always a very busy week at EJSS but it is also one of the best weeks of the year! The smiles 
and positive energy resonate all week while students are dressing up to different themes, working on floats, 
screaming at the pep assembly, etc…

The Seniors were fired up and dominated the week winning the Spirit Dress Up days and the float competition. 
Speaking of the float competition…the floats were outstanding! Each class did a fantastic job building a quality 
product but the Seniors trumped them all with an incredible Shrek themed float.

The Junior class came out firing at the pep assembly and won multiple competitions, including a mild upset 
against a large group of Seniors in Tug of War. However, they met their match when they competed against the 
staff and were soundly defeated! 

Although the football team was defeated by a very good Manchester squad on Friday night, during the cool 
and crisp halftime, Seniors Austin Tingley and Emily Uyttenhove were crowned King and Queen.

The very busy homecoming week was capped off with a dance on Saturday night where the Seniors received 
their well-deserved Spirit Jug and the students danced away. It was a perfect end to a very good week.

Joel Cook
High School Principal

Gauge Parshall &
Addison Hendricks

Colton Raffensberger &
Aliyah Warner

William Kennedy &
Halie Hunter

Gavin Zegarlowicz &
Lillian Christian

Kolee Sajdak &
Kilah Boatright

Rose Beck &
Journey Palmer

HOMECOMING 2023
SENIOR COURT ROYALTY

JUNIOR
REPS

SOPHOMORE
REPS

FRESHMAN
REPS

King Austin Tingley &
Queen Emily Uyttenhove
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HOMECOMING SPIRIT WEEK

East Jackson Community Schools
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Joe Niehaus
Athletic Director

Trojan Athletics got off to a great start during the fall season. Our 
boys Cross Country team placed 2nd at Regionals and qualified 
as a team for the State meet for the first time in over 40 years. 
Michael Allen won the individual Cross Country Conference 
Championship, the first EJ student to do so in over 53 years. 
Girl’s Golf finished 2nd in the new 12 team Cascades Conference 
and our other sports programs were well represented with 
All-Conference players. 

As the fall season comes to a close, we look forward to the winter 
season, which offers a lot of promise with our winter teams and 
individual athletes. We have no doubt that our student-athletes will 
continue to represent East Jackson to the very best of their 
abilities! 

Go Trojans!

Joe Niehaus
Athletic Director

7TH GRADE VOLLEYBALL

CROSS COUNTRY

8TH GRADE VOLLEYBALL

GIRLS GOLF

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL

MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY

VARSITY FOOTBALL

FALL SPORTS TEAM PICTURES

CROSS COUNTRY
SENIORS DOMINATE
THE SEASON!
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WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULE

BOYS BASKETBALL

BOWLING

WRESTLING

CHEER
MS WRESTLING

MS CHEER

MS BOYS BASKETBALL

MS GIRLS BASKETBALL

GIRLS BASKETBALL

12/12
1/16
1/23
1/30
2/6

1/16
1/23
1/30
2/6
2/13 
2/16

11/16
11/30
12/7
12/14
12/20

11/8
11/13
11/15
11/20
11/27 
11/29 
12/4 
12/6 
12/11 
12/13 
12/18 
12/20

1/22
1/24
1/29
1/31
2/5 
2/7 
2/12 
2/14 
2/21 
2/27 
2/29 
3/5

11/27
12/4
12/6
12/11
12/14
12/18
12/20
12/22
1/8
1/11
1/13
1/13
1/15
1/18
1/23
1/26
1/30
2/2
2/6
2/9
2/13
2/20
2/23
2/29
3/4

12/6
12/8
12/9
12/13
12/16
12/20
1/6
1/10
1/13
1/17
1/19
1/20
1/24
1/27
1/31
2/2

11/21
11/28
12/1
12/15
12/8
12/12
12/15
12/19
12/21
1/9
1/12
1/16
1/19
1/22
1/25
1/29
2/1
2/5
2/8
2/15
2/19
2/22
2/26

ALL DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

SCHEDULE TO BE DETERMINED

6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
1:30 PM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM

5:00 PM
TBD
9:00 AM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
TBD
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
5:30 PM
5:00 PM
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM

@Columbia
@Homer
@Leslie
@Napoleon
EJ

EJ Quad
@Vandercook
@Leslie
@Manchester
@Manchester
@Leslie

@Addison
@Grass Lake
@Jonesville
@Hanover
@Michigan Center

Grass Lake
@Leslie
Napoleon
Manchester
@Michigan Center
@Grass Lake
Leslie
@Napoleon
@Manchester
Michigan Center
Addison
@Vandercook

Grass Lake
@Leslie
Napoleon
Manchester
@Michigan Center
@Grass Lake
Leslie
@Napoleon
@Manchester
Michigan Center
Addison
@Vandercook

Scrimmage
@Hillsdale
@Lumen
Homer
@Leslie
Columbia
Stockbridge
Michigan Center
@Jonesville
Manchester
@Concord - Varsity
@Concord - JV 
@Addison
@Michigan Center
Vandercook
@Grass Lake
Napoleon
Leslie
@Hanover
@Machester   
@Napoleon
Grass Lake
Crossover
@Saline
Districts  

@Union City Quad
EJ Invite - Girls
EJ Invite - Boys
EJ Quad
@Fowlerville Invite
@Vandercook
@Fruitport Invite
@Leslie
@Clare Invite
@Manchester
@Hudson Invite
@Hudson Invite
@Manchester
@Leslie Invite
@Manchester
Cascades Champions @Vandercook
@Midland Invite - Girls
Team Districts
Individual Districts
Team Regionals
Individual Regionals
Regionals - Girls
Team States
Individual States

Scrimmage
@Dundee
Whitmore Lake
@Grass Lake
Hanover
Leslie
Napoleon
Stockbridge
@Columbia
@Manchester
@Jonesville
Michigan Center
@Addison
Grass Lake
Vandercook
@Leslie
@Napoleon
Manchester
@Michigan Center 
Crossover
Concord
Hillsdale
Districts

5:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM

4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM

4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM

4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM

4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM 
4:30 PM
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Cheryn DeLosh
Food Service Director

FOOD SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT

TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENT

Dear Parents and Guardians,

East Jackson Community Schools is pleased to inform you that all students are eligible to participate in the 
CEP (Community Eligibility Program) for the 2023-2024 school year.

The Household Information Reports will be sent home with your child and should be completed and returned 
to Cheryn DeLosh Food Service Director. This form is also available online and is easy and secure.  
eastjackson.familyportal.cloud   

This report is not to determine eligibility but is critical in benefiting our schools for various State and Federal 
funds. All information given is kept confidential.

Breakfast served  EJSS 7:25-7:40am EJE 8:25-8:45am

Milk- $0.40
Students- Free Breakfast and Lunch
Adults- $3.00 breakfast/$4.50 lunch plus Tax
Ala Carte is available at EJSS

Students at EJSS will be eligible again this year to participate in the After School Snack Program. All 7-12 
students who stay after school for Academic help or Athletics can get a snack from 2:30pm - 2:45 pm.

Please visit our website at www.eastjacksonschools.org
Click on Food Icon or Food Services under Departments. 

Food Service Director, Cheryn DeLosh
517-769-8958



CONTACT US!
Administration Office

EJ Secondary School

1404 N. Sutton Rd., Jackson, MI 49202 
517-764-2090

1566 N. Sutton Rd., Jackson, MI 49202 
517-764-1700

1404 N. Sutton Rd., Jackson, MI 49202 
517-769-8806

1566 N. Sutton Rd., Jackson, MI 49202  
517-769-8958

Transportation

Food Service

4340 Walz Rd., Jackson, MI 49201 
517-764-1810

EJ Elementary School

345 N. Dettman Rd., Jackson, MI 49202 
517-769-8770

WAY Alternative School

2023-2024  
East Jackson District Calendar

*Half day release times will be as follows:
EJ Secondary School: 12:00 p.m. 
EJ Elementary School: 1:00 p.m.

No School 
Thanksgiving Break

Half Day (Students) 
Records Day (Staff)

No School 
Winter Break (Return to School Jan. 8th)

No School (Students) 
Professional Development Day (Staff)

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Half Day (Staff and Students)

No School 
Spring Break (Return to School April 1st)

Half Day 
Students and Staff 

Half Day 
Students and Staff 

No School 
Memorial Day

No School 
Presidents Day

No School (Students) 
Professional Development Day (Staff)

Half Day - Last Day of School (Students) 
Records Day (Staff)

Nov. 22–24

Dec. 22*

Dec. 25–Jan. 5

Jan. 15

Feb. 22*

Mar. 22–29

Feb. 15*

Feb. 23*

May 27

Feb. 16-19

Mar. 11

June 6*

Home of the
TROJANS


